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MARLINGTON LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
BOARD OF EDUCATION
May 11, 2020 Special Meeting
May 11, 2020
I.

Electronic Remote Technology Meeting
Special Meeting Minutes

6:30 P.M.

Call to Order
A.

Pledge of Allegiance

B.

Reading of Mission Statement – Mrs. Danielle Stevens
In collaboration with staff, community, parents, and students, the Marlington Local
School District will develop lifelong learners who understand and apply knowledge,
and demonstrate excellence in pursuing the highest standards with effective
intervention to challenge every student.

II.

Roll Call
This meeting is a meeting of the Board of Education in public for the purpose of conducting
the school district’s business and is not to be considered a public community meeting.
Carolyn Gabric
Josh Hagan
Karen Humphries
Scott Mason
Danielle Stevens

III.

_________x___________
_________x___________
_________x___________
_________x___________
_________x___________

Adoption of Meeting Agenda – Mrs. Carolyn Gabric
A.

Additions or Corrections

B.

Recommend that the Marlington Local Board of Education adopt the following agenda
for the May 11, 2020 Special Meeting.
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IV.

New Business
A.

Recommend the motion to approve the elementary attendance zones resolution, as presented
and marked “Exhibit CC”.
Dr. Mason asked about what students will be affected by this. Mr. Knoll answered that the children on
certain streets (about 53 children) would be reassigned to Marlboro. They would have the option for
intra district enrollment.
Ms. Humphries wanted to know why the Board was adjusting Mr. Knoll’s recommendation.
Ms. Gabric stated that the Board has the ability to set the attendance zones for schools per board policy.
Ms Humphries wanted to know how the attendance numbers would be affected in the schools.
Mr. Knoll expressed concerns about this change and therefore creating a need to hire more staff. He
stated that he made his recommendation for that reason.
Ms. Humphries felt that the Board should stick with Mr. Knoll’s recommendation.
Ms. Gabric felt that it made the most sense to stick with the township lines as that is what has been done
in the past.
Mr. Hagan asked about a policy for balancing out the schools and asked Mr. Knoll to look into that.
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B. Recommend the motion to approve the resolution naming the law firm of McGown &
Markling Co., L.P.A. (“McGown & Markling”) to serve as general counsel and lead legal
adviser for the Board with respect to all law related matters as presented and marked “Exhibit
DD”.
Ms. Humphries asked how we got to the point of Mr. Markling being our lead attorney when
we were simply asking him for some free outside advice. Ms. Gabric said that Dr. Mason and
Ms. Humphries were given the summary of the meeting that Mr. Hagan, Ms. Gabric Ms.
Brugger, Mr. Knoll and Mr. Markling were attending the prior week which resulted in this
recommendation. Ms. Humphries asked Mr. Knoll if he had any issues with the attorneys the
district was using prior to this recommendation. Mr. Knoll said he was happy with the
services that were previously being provided to the district. Ms. Humphries and Dr. Mason
were concerned about the additional cost to the district. Ms. Gabric did not feel that the ESC
was a law firm and appropriately represents the district. Ms. Humphries expressed her
dissatisfaction with the meetings and correspondence that have transpired since hiring Mr.
Markling.
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Ms. Gabric thanked the teachers and staff for all of their hard work in recognition of Teacher appreciation week.
V.

Next Board of Education Meeting:
Regular Meeting:

VI.

May 21, 2020 - State of the Schools
6:30 P.M.
Electronic Remote Technology Meeting

Adjournment at 7:24 p.m.
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____________________________
Board President

____________________________
Treasurer
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“Exhibit CC”

RESOLUTION #________
MARLINGTON LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
Elementary School Attendance Zones Resolution
The three elementary school attendance zones for the Lexington, Marlboro, and Washington
Elementary Schools for the 2020-2021 school year and beyond shall be the same elementary
school attendance zones that existed for the Lexington, Marlboro, and Washington Elementary
Schools for the 2018-2019 school year until such time as such elementary school attendance
zones may be revised by the Marlington Local School District Board of Education pursuant to a
dully adopted board resolution at a future board meeting.
A true and accurate copy of the elementary school attendance zones for the 2018-2019 school
year is attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit A.
A true and accurate copy of the elementary school attendance zones for the 2020-2021 school
year is attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit B.

"Exhibit A" to "Exhibit CC"

"Exhibit B to "Exhibit CC"

"Exhibit DD"

Resolution # __________________
Marlington Local School District
Legal Counsel and Services Resolution
The Marlington Local School District Board of Education (“Board”) hereby vacates January 13,
2020 Resolution No. 40-20, February 6, 2020 Resolution No. 66-20, February 20, 2020
Resolution No. 81-20, and any conflicting board resolutions regarding the use of legal counsel
and services. Nothing in this Resolution precludes the Treasurer from paying any attorney or law
firm for the proper provisions of legal services provided to the Board on or before May 11, 2020.
Effective May 11, 2020, the law firm of McGown & Markling Co., L.P.A. (“McGown &
Markling”) shall serve as general counsel and lead legal adviser for the Board with respect to all
law related matters as directed to McGown & Markling by the Superintendent/CEO,
Treasurer/CFO, Board President, and/or Board pursuant to the March 5, 2020 engagement
letter, a copy of which is attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit A. A copy of
this Resolution shall immediately be sent to McGown & Markling by the Treasurer/CFO.
Effective May 11, 2020, the Prosecuting Attorney of Stark County (“Prosecuting Attorney”)
shall be secondary legal adviser for the Board with respect to all law related matters as directed
to the Prosecuting Attorney by the Superintendent/CEO, Treasurer/CFO, Board President, Board,
and/or McGown & Markling pursuant to R.C. 3313.53 and applicable laws. A copy of this
Resolution shall immediately be sent to the Prosecuting Attorney by the Treasurer/CFO.
Effective May 11, 2020, the law firm of Bricker & Eckler LLP (“Bricker & Eckler”) shall only
serve as construction counsel and NEXUS pipeline counsel for the Board with respect to
construction and NEXUS pipeline related matters as directed to Bricker & Eckler by the
Superintendent/CEO, Treasurer/CFO, Board President, Board, and/or McGown & Markling
pursuant to the May 11, 2020 engagement letter, a copy of which is attached hereto and
incorporated herein as Exhibit B. A copy of this Resolution shall immediately be sent to
Bricker & Eckler by the Treasurer/CFO.
Effective May 11, 2020, Attorney Robert M. Morrow of the law firm of Lane Alton
(collectively, “Lane Alton”) shall only serve as property valuation counsel for the Board with
respect to property valuation matters dealing with Tax Year 2019 and prior tax years as directed
to Lane Alton by the Superintendent/CEO, Treasurer/CFO, Board President, Board, and/or
McGown & Markling as soon as an engagement letter from Lane Alton is approved by the Board
at a future board meeting. A copy of this Resolution shall immediately be sent to Lane Alton by
the Treasurer/CFO.

Effective May 11, 2020, any and all attorney relationships including, but not limited to, legal
services, labor and employment, and negotiations, with Mary Jo Emily Slick (aka Attorney Mary
Jo Shannon Slick) and/or the Stark County Educational Service Center Governing Board
(collectively, “ESC”) is hereby terminated and the ESC is hereby directed to immediately
transition any and all legal files and outstanding legal matters to McGown & Markling. A copy
of this Resolution shall immediately be sent to the ESC by the Treasurer/CFO.
Effective May 11, 2020, any and all attorney relationships with Peters, Kalail & Markakis Co.,
L.P.A. (“PKM”) is hereby terminated and PKM is hereby directed to immediately transition any
and all legal files and outstanding legal matters to McGown & Markling. A copy of this
Resolution shall immediately be sent to PKM by the Treasurer/CFO.
Effective May 11, 2020, any and all attorney relationships with the Riley Law Firm is hereby
terminated and the Riley Law Firm is hereby directed to immediately transition any and all legal
files and outstanding legal matters to McGown & Markling. A copy of this Resolution shall
immediately be sent to the Riley Law Firm by the Treasurer/CFO.
Effective May 11, 2020, any and all attorney relationships with any attorneys and law firms not
identified in this resolution is hereby terminated and such attorneys and law firms are hereby
directed to immediately transition any and all legal files and outstanding legal matters to
McGown & Markling. A copy of this Resolution shall immediately be sent to such attorneys and
law firms by the Treasurer/CFO.
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